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Three years ago, TEAL Manitoba took the initiative to create a collection of our students’ stories.  
Every year we are getting more and more submissions. It thrills us that teachers and students 
want to share their stories. Storytelling is an integral part in developing students’ language 
abilities and in building bridges towards empathy and understanding of the immigrant experience. 
We need to hear our students’ voices in order to understand their journeys. In this edition, 
students share their past and present. For many students, this required an amazing amount 
of courage to share where they were and where they want to be in a language that is not their 
first. Through these stories, we hope that you will see that all students, regardless of where they 
come from, all have hopes and dreams. As you take a glimpse into their lives, we hope that you 
will recognize the differences and similarities that each one brings as they share their journeys. 
Please read these stories of resilience, courage, hope and potential. They are the bridge to greater 
understanding of our students and their lives.

Melanie Davlut  
TEAL President 

President ’s Message
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O u r  J o u r n e y : 
S t o r i e s  f r o m  E A L  S t u d e n t s

This book is a collection of the K-12 EAL 
students’ writings and drawings from TEAL 
Manitoba fourth annual student showcase. 
This year’s theme was “Our Past and 
Future”. As this event is not a contest and we 
value all our students’ work, all entries were 
included in the book. We hope our readers 
hear our EAL students’ voices through this 
book and learn about their life journey from 
their homeland to Canada. 

TEAL Manitoba 

Preface
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By Avery Hofer - Grade 1

Barrickman Colony School

By Jonas Hofer - Grade 1

Barrickman Colony School

By Kendra Hofer - Grade 1

Barrickman Colony School

By Brayden Hofer - Grade 1

Barrickman Colony School

K-4:  Barrickman Colony School

My name is Avery.

I live in Barrickman Hutterite Colony.

I speak 2 languages.

I speak English and German.

My mom taught me to speak English.

My dad taught me to speak German.

At school I speak English.

I speak German with my friends.

It is fun to speak 2 languages.

My name is Jonas.

I live on a Hutterite Colony.

I speak 2 languages.

I speak English and German.

My mom taught me German.

My brother Clinton taught me English.

At school, I speak English.

I speak English with my friends.

It is fun speaking 2 languages.

Speaking 2 languages will help me in the 

future because speaking English will help 

me talk to English people and speaking 

German will keep my culture.

My name is Kendra.

I live at Barrickman Hutterite Colony.

I speak 2 languages.

I speak English and German.

The German Teacher taught me German.

My mom taught me German.

At English school I speak English.

I speak German to my friends.

It is fun speaking 2 languages.

Speaking 2 languages will help me in the 

future because speaking English helps 

me speak to English people and speaking 

German keeps my culture.

My name is Brayden.

I live on a Hutterite Colony.

I speak 2 languages.

I speak English and German.

My mom taught me to speak German.

My dad taught me English.

At school I speak English.

Speaking 2 languages will help me in the future because 

speaking English helps me speak to English people and 

speaking German keeps my culture.

Sonnenbar 
Sunbear

Adler 
Eagle

Blauhaher 
Blue Jay

Schnee Eule  
Snowy Owl
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K-4:  Barrickman Colony School

By Jamaya Hofer - Grade 2

Barrickman Colony School

My name is Jamaya. I speak 2 languages. My mom and dad taught me to talk 

German. My teacher taught me to speak English. At school, I speak English. 

I live in a Hutterite colony. I live in Barrickman Colony. I speak German with 

my friends. It is helpful to speak 2 languages. Speaking English is fun. It is 

my culture speaking German. Speaking 2 languages will help me in the future 

because if we are lost and if we need help in a store searching for something 

speaking English will help. And speaking German will keep my culture. 

By Tristan Hofer - Grade 2

Barrickman Colony School

It is helpful to talk 2 languages because some people talk English and some talk 

German. Those who talk English won’t understand German. My mom and dad taught 

me how to talk English. I talk English in the school and I talk German in my house. 

Speaking 2 languages well help me in the future because if I speak German and I go 

to store and I need help finding something they won’t understand me so I’ll have to 

talk English. Speaking German keeps my Hutterite culture.  
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By Celine Hofer - Grade 4

Barrickman Colony School

My name is Celine Cherise Hofer and I speak two languages. It’s helpful to speak English 

because English people would not understand me. I like to speak German because it’s 

my culture and I am a Hutterite. I actually speak three languages but two are almost the 

same those two languages are High German and low German. My Mom and Dad taught 

me how to speak Low German and a little English I learned how to speak High German 

at German school. I learned how to speak English at English school learning song’s, ABC 

and counting. I like to speak three different languages and it is a lot of fun. I also learned 

how to speak English from my brothers and sisters. Speaking German preserves our 

culture. Speaking two languages will help me in the future because if am lost I will have 

to ask for directions, and if I’m in a store and I will need to find something I will need 

some help to find it, and if a building is on fire 

I will need to go warn someone. So speaking English will help me.

K-4:  Barrickman Colony School

By Caleb Hofer - Grade 4

Barrickman Colony School

Hund - puppy

2 LANGUAGES
My name is Caleb. I am 9 years old. I live in a Hutterite colony. I speak 2 

languages. I speak German and English. My Mom and my Dad taught me German 

and my teachers taught ME TO SPEAK ENGLISH. NOW we mostly go to German 

school every day and we learn our German verses and spelling. We also learn 

new words and sing our verses. I mostly speak German at home and English at 

English school. When I started kindergarten I could speak English a little bit. I like 

speaking German because it is my culture. Speaking 2 languages will help me in 

the future because if I couldn’t speak English I couldn’t speak to English people. 

And speaking German keeps my culture.
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K-4:  Barrickman Colony School

My name is Mikayah. I speak two languages. I speak English 

and German. I learned English by my parents and my teachers. 

I learned Garman at German school and from my parents. If I 

would not speak English, my teacher would not understand me. 

It is fun to speak English and German. Speaking two languages 

will help me in the future because in a store I will probably need 

help finding something. At my job, I will probably need to speak English. And if I get visitors that speak English I will 

need to speak English. Speaking German is also my culture of being a hutterite.  

By Mikayah Hofer - Grade 4

Barrickman Colony School

By Sierra Hofer - Grade 4

Barrickman Colony School

My name is Sierra. I speak 2 languages, English and German.  I like to speak 

German because it is my culture. My mom and dad taught me to speak 

German. I speak English at school and mostly German at home. When I play, 

me and my friends speak English. I am happy that I speak 2 languages as it 

is better than 1. I am a Hutterite and speaking 2 languages will help me in 

the future because if I go to a store, the people will not know what I’m saying 

and if I speak another language, they will understand me.
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By Alaa Elmaamoun 

Bonnycastle School

School in Egypt 
The lessons were in Arabic, we studied a little bit of English. 
I didn’t eat lunch at school, I went home, because I lived right beside the school. 
We didn’t have a whiteboard. We had to use only papers. 
We didn’t have a playground. 
We didn’t have a gym, we would have gym time outside. 
We didn’t have music class. 
Our school was beside a lake but I didn’t know how to swim. 

School in Canada 
The lessons are in English and we study a little bit of French. 
The teachers are nice. 
I eat lunch here at school and then I do track club or choir or recycling club. 
We use whiteboard and papers and smartboard and ipads and laptops to learn. 
At our school we have a tennis court and a playground. 
I go to gym now and we play a lot of fun games. 
In music I like the singing and playing the instruments. 
I am taking swimming lessons now at the YMCA.

K-4:  Bonnycastle School
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By Heer Patel  

Bonnycastle School

In India 
In my home we had 4 bedrooms on 3 floors. 
In India we have a festival where we put kites up in the sky and we “cut” the other kites 
out of the sky. 
My friend’s house was right next to mine so sometime I would jump across to her roof 
and we fly kites in the air. 
Our houses were so close that I could see into her living room or kitchen. 
5 people lived in our house. We have many things and I learn how to ride a bike there. 
In school we have to do too many work and do homework and extra classes after school 
and on vacation. The teachers punish if we are not done work. 
I like it in India but my family want to meet my cousin here and get a good job. 

In Canada 
In Canada we live in a apartment. I miss my house. 
We celebrate Navrati festival here but we don’t fly kites here. 
When I want to have fun I watch things on my tablet. 
There are good place to ride bike in Canada. 

In here we don’t go to extra classes and our teacher are very nice than India teacher.

K-4:  Bonnycastle School
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By Zainab Vohra 

Bonnycastle School

In Pakistan 
There was no recess. Even after lunch we did not go outside. 
We wear a grey pyjama and shirt and a white scarf. Even in our hair we cannot wear a 
colorful band, only black or white. 
If you do something bad you get a punishment. You have to do your homework or you get 
a punishment. And we get a lot of homework. 
We didn’t have a whiteboard or smartboard, we only had a blackboard. 

In Canada 
In Canada we have 3 recess, we can eat a snack and play after lunch. I like playing or 
talking with my firend at recess. 
In Canada we can wear any clothes we want. I like to wear tights or pants and a shirt and 
I wear lots of colors. 
I never get punishment at school in Canada. I have math and reading homework to make 
us better for grade 5. 
We use a smartboard and a whiteboard and ipads at school.

K-4:  Bonnycastle School

By Anhadpreet Kaus 

Bonnycastle School
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K-4:  Bonnycastle School

By Sakshi Sakshi

Bonnycastle School
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K-4:  Clearview Colony School

The Kitchen and the Dining Room

The mothers and the older girls take turns making food in the kitchen for the 

whole colony to eat.  Each pair cooks for one week, then bakes for one week 

and then has a few weeks off.  We have 2 head cooks that help the other 

cooks.  They make breakfast, lunch and supper.

We have a children’s dining room for the kids from 5 to 15 to eat in.  The 

adult dining room is for the teenagers over 15 and all the adults to eat in.  

We built our new adult dining room in 2016.

By Aden G. - Grade 1

Clearview Colony School

Our new adult dining room

Adult dining room (left), wash house (middle), 
children’s dining room (right)

Houses

I like my room.  My room is almost everyday a mess.  I have a lot of toys in my room.  In our kitchen is a lot of food.  

Every lunch we have good food.  I like to sit in the living room.  We have six rooms.  We have 2 washrooms.  We have 3 

bedrooms and 1 office.  We have a single house, double houses and triple houses in our colony.  

By Nadia G. - Grade 1

Clearview Colony School
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K-4:  Clearview Colony School

The Pellet Shop 

In our colony, we have a pellet shop. They make pellets.  Pellets 

are made of little pieces of wood.  They have a big pile of wood 

inside the old shop that they use to make pellets.  They put the 

wood in a big machine and it chops the wood into tiny pieces. 

The machine is called a hammer mill. The pieces go through two 

hammer mills. The tiny pieces are pressed together and heated 

up to make them stick together into little pellets. We sell them 

to people to burn them in their wood stoves. We started our first 

pellet shop in 2010. We built another pellet shop in 2018. Now we have two of them to work in.

By Noah G. - Grade 1

Clearview Colony School

The new pellet shop

School

We have our own school on our colony. I have fun in school. We go to German School before and after English School.  

The school is big and has lots of rooms. It has a big gym. It is new.

By Tanner G. - Grade 1

Clearview Colony School
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K-4:  Clearview Colony School

Garden

James works in the garden. We have lots of things in the garden like fruit, 

vegetables and that stuff. We have carrots, corn, onions, peas (the ones that 

we can eat the shell and the regular ones) and more types of vegetables.

In spring, we plant the seeds and the seedlings.  In summer, we weed it and 

irrigate it.  Later in the summer, we pick everything that is ripe.  In fall, we 

pick the corn, potatoes, carrots, parsnips, pumpkins and squash.  Then we 

till everything under and prepare the soil for spring.

Some food we take to the cooler to store it for when we need it.  Some we 

take to the green house to clean it up before it goes to the kitchen.  Some 

we keep in the cooler in the kitchen.  We cook the vegetables to have as part 

of our meals.  We eat all of it over the year.  

Our garden is very important because it gives us enough food for our whole 

community to eat.

By Benjamin G. - Grade 3

Clearview Colony School

This is the garden and the grapes.

This is the green house with all the flowers.

Our Church

We get ready for church at 5:45 pm and church starts at 6:00 pm everyday.  On Sunday, we have lehr (long church) 

in the morning.  We also have long church on Christmas and Easter.  Roland is our preacher.  The little kids start 

going to church when they are 5.  We sit in the front.  The small boys have to sit on the girls side because there is 

no room on the boys side.  We sing and we pray.  Our church is an important part of our community.

By Roman G. - Grade 2

Clearview Colony School

This is the outside of the church. This is the inside of the church.
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K-4:  Clearview Colony School

The Electrician Shop and the Carpenter Shop

The electrician shop and the carpenter shop are together in a building. The 

left side is the electrician shop and the right side is the carpenter shop. In 

the middle is a garage for the pick-up trucks.

My dad works in the electrician shop. He is an electrician. We are training 

another electrician and he is going to school in Brandon. My dad fixes things 

in the pellet shop. When we build new buildings on the colony like houses or a 

shop, my dad does the wiring. In the electrician shop there are wires, bulbs, 

tools and many other things that an electrician needs to do his work. 

There are two people that work in the carpenter shop. They make desks, 

tables, caskets, shelves, dressers and cupboards. The older teenage boys 

get a special desk made by the carpenter and the older teenage girls get 

a special dresser made for them. We also sell some desks and tables. They 

also build the houses, shops, and other new buildings that we need. In the 

carpenter shop there are lots of big machines, wood, a CNC router, a band 

saw and other saws. Behind the carpenter shop there is a big pile of logs 

and wood. There is also a little house full of sawdust in the back of the 

electrician shop and the carpenter shop. 

The electrician and the carpenter are both important jobs in our community. They have helped to build all of our 

buildings in the past when our colony was started and they will continue to help us build everything our colony needs 

in the future. 

By Esther G. - Grade 4

Clearview Colony School

The front of the carpenter shop (right) and the 
electrician shop (left)

     The back of the carpenter shop
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K-4:  Clearview Colony School

Pig Barn

On our colony we have a pig barn.  It is a very big building and it is on the 

east side of our colony.  This barn was built in 1987.  

The pig barn has about 500 sows.  Every week there are about 230 piglets 

born.  There are about 4 boars.  Altogether, there are about 6000 pigs in the 

whole barn.

The piglets spend the first 3 weeks with their moms.  Then they move into 

the weanling rooms for 3 weeks.  Next they are moved to the grower rooms 

for 10 weeks, and finally they move to the finisher room for 10 weeks.  The 

pigs spend about 180 days in our barn.  Then they are shipped to the Maple 

Leaf plant in Brandon.

Three men and three boys work in the pig barn.  My dad and one of my 

brothers work there.  My dad is the boss.  They work in the barn every day, but on Sunday morning they take turns 

checking all the rooms to make sure everything is okay with all the pigs in the barn.  Each person has certain rooms 

of pigs that they feed and look after.

If the power goes out, the fans stop blowing air in the pig barn and the pigs can’t breathe.  The last time this 

happened, 1 700 pigs died.  There is an alarm in the pig barn that calls the men at home and tells them that there is 

an emergency in a certain room in the barn.  

There are lots of kittens and cats in the barn to catch the mice.  There is one cat in the pig barn that has had 6 

batches of kittens and she in the oldest cat in the pig barn.  She is black and white.

By Alyssa G. - Grade 4

Clearview Colony School
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K-4:  H.S. Paul School

By Ahmad Alhusin

H.S. Paul School

By Kyoumin Lee

H.S. Paul School
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K-4:  H.S. Paul School

By Mohamad Alhusin

H.S. Paul School
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K-4:  H.S. Paul School

By Ossama Alhusin

H.S. Paul School
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K-4:  Minnewasta School

Past

 Hi!  I’m Danil.  I was born in Kyrgyzstan in Bishkek, close to Kazakstan.  It’s a hot province.  When I 
was 3, I didn’t like to go to preschool.  For me, it was boring.  I didn’t have any friends.  I only liked 
playing with my neighbour.  When it was Christmas, I looked at the tree.  There was nothing.  A 
minute later, I checked the tree and there was a present.  I was shocked about it.  When I was at 

Kyrgyzstan, my house was fine.  I usually played in the garden and in the sandboxes but the bad part was that I had to 
use a rope to open the garage.  I spoke the Russian language.

Future

I moved to Canada when I was 5.  Also, I learned English quickly at English School in Morden.  In 
Canada, there’s lots of winter sports to play like curling, hockey, snowboarding and skiing.  Also 
summer sports like basketball, volleyball and my favorite – SOCCER!  When I will be older, I will go to 

university to study engineering. My Dad made NOMAD.  It is an engineering company.  NOMAD stands for my families’ 
names and last name.  N is for my Mom, O is my brother, M is my Dad, A is our last name and D is me! I will also play 
soccer.  After, when I finish university, I would play with a popular soccer club like Barcelona or Real Madrid.  I’m also 
planning to win the World Cup with Canada.  When my soccer career has ended, I will work for my Dad’s company 
and build houses.  Also, I wonder who is going to be my future wife.  Also, I will never forget reading and writing in 

Russian.

By Danil

Minnewasta School
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K-4:  Minnewasta School

I was born in the village called Swat in Pakistan.  It was an old house that my Dad and my Dad’s Dad 
(I guess that is my Grandpa or in Pashto) built. He was old and died, it was sad. It was really big and 
haunted because the basement was scary.  It had bugs and poisonous snakes.  We had lots and lots and 
lots of cats.  We had a dog named Jack.  Then we moved to Islamabad to a big house with 3 floors.  Lots 
of people could fit in there, like 3 or 4 families.  At the top floor, we would sit and the sun would always 

make us sleep.  It was really hot and always summer.  It would rain a lot.  We had good neighbours and we would play 
cricket and fly kites with random people.  We would grow fruit and vegetables.  We had a different national anthem.  
We would go to different places.
In school, we had different students.  School would start at 12:00 until 3:00. There were more than 30 students.  
There was 1 teacher and 1 assistant.  They were sometimes strict.  If you misbehaved, you went to the principal.  You 
might sit outside the class.  We had to speak English sometimes. In school we would do tests called dictation.  I would 
read Biff, Chip and Kipper books.  I would read and write from right to left in Urdu.  I would read left to right in English 
and I would never get confused because we would write in English. We would call our teacher “Ma’am” or “Teacher” 
and not by the name.  Our school was called Roots School International School.  
We went to Canada because to see how it is and have fun.  It was my first time and my Dad’s second time.
Future

I moved to Canada in 2015.  We were in Toronto for 10 months.  We would go biking.  I learned lots of 
stuff in Toronto.  We didn’t go to school.  We moved to Manitoba and went to school in September of 
2016.  We love to play soccer.  Now, we learned soccer.  In Canada, we have good teachers who likes 

us always.  We have a good principal who likes us always.  When I grow up, I want to help build schools and hospitals.  
They don’t have to pay!  

By Gulale

Minnewasta School
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K-4:  Minnewasta School

Hello!  My name is Harsh.  I am going to tell you about my past.  In India, when you are 3 years old, 
you have to go to Kindergarten.  In Kindergarten, you have to learn ABC’s and counting in English.  
After Kindergarten, I went to another school and my school’s name was B. C. M.  It wan an English 
Medium School in grade 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5.  We all had 45 kids.  In grade 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10, there are 

84-100.  And teachers were strict.  There are hard studies.  You have to do good work.  If you have lots of mistakes, 
then you have to do classwork again.  In 1 year of school, there are 4 exams.  If you failed 3 of them, you’re not going 
to another grade.  Then you have to repeat that grade again.  If you’re talking while doing your class work, that person 
has to stand for the whole period.  If the grade is too loud, then you have to stand for the whole period.  

Now let’s talk about home.  I changed 4 houses.  My first house was like 5-6 bedrooms and 5-6 washrooms.  We 
rented the upstairs.  Upstairs, we had 2-3 bedrooms and 2-3 washrooms.  My second house had 2 bedrooms, 
1 washroom and 1 doghouse.  5 people lived in the house with 1 dog so a total of six.  My third house was an 
apartment that had 2 bedrooms and 2 washrooms.  My fourth house was the same as the third.  

There were dangerous people and fast cars driving on very dirty roads.  Sometimes there was poop on the road and 
streets and lots of street animals:  cows, dogs, bulls, goats and cats.  That makes me feel very, very, very BAD and 
that’s it!!

Now I am in Canada.  I started the past with school.  I am going to start again with school.  My 
school’s name is Minnewasta.  Grade 1, 2, 3 and 4 has 20-21 students.  I don’t know how many 
people are in grade 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10.  My whole school has 300-305 kids.  Teachers are nice and 

the studies are not as hard as India.  For me, the hardest subject was Science. In Canada, it is easy for me.  Now how – 
it is not too big, not too small, but a medium size apartment.  At the front of my apartment, there is a big ground with 
3-6 trees.  But I have only 3 friends in that big space.  I want to become a policeman because I want to protect people 
from crime.  I like that there are no street animals like cows, dogs, bulls and goats.  I saw cats and a rabbit in front 
of my house.  So, there are fewer street animals in Canada.  That makes me feel good because cows, dogs, bulls and 
goats make disgusting smells!

By Harsh

Minnewasta School
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K-4:  Minnewasta School

Hi! My name is Jonathan.  I am 10 years old.  I was born in Germany in Bremen.  It’s a warm Country.  
When I was born, my two sisters and my older brother always were staring at me.  When I was 1, I 
always screamed around the room and put my hands in the toilet.  When I was 2, I did the same thing.  
Then, when I was 3 years old, we moved in Germany to Sottrum and we had to build a house there. 

When I was 5, I got a bike.  I was driving around with it.  Then, when I was 6 years old, I went to school in Grade 1.  I 
learned the ABC’s and math in German.  When I was 7, I went to grade 2.  I was learning music, gym and more math.  
Then when I was 8, I went to grade 3.  I had more muscles to pull me up the ropes.  I had so much fun with my friends 
and it was awesome.  But then we wanted to go so we had to sell our house.  So, we rented a house.   We had lots of 
fun there, too and our Uncle and Auntie came to visit us.  We went to the zoo.  There were fishes in a pond and turtles, 
too.  After that, we went to Canada again.  We were in Germany only for 3 months and then night came.  We didn’t get 
very much sleep.  We had to wake up at 3:00 AM and we drove to a place where our Uncle was.  He picked us up and 
we drove to Amsterdam and we went onto the plane. We flew 8 hours till we got to Calgary.  Then we waited 8 hours 
for the next plane.  It came, we went on the plane and flew to Winnipeg and then we drove to Morden to our house in 
Canada !!!!!! 
Future

Now I am in Canada.  I was 8 when I moved to Canada.  When I walked into my room, I saw a Lego 
box on my floor.  I picked it up and there was a note on it.  It read “from William”.  It was my cousin.  
Then I went to bed because it was already 4 AM and it was SOOOOO dark outside!  I went to bed 

till it was 10 AM.  Then I ate breakfast.  After breakfast, my Grandpa came over and said “what are you doing?”  After 
that I lived happy.  When I am tall, I want to be a good violinist and play the violin in the whole world, on YouTube and 
then live happily ever after in Canada!

By Jonathan

Minnewasta School
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K-4:  Minnewasta School

Past

Hi!  I’m Miguel.  I was born in Portugal in a place that never snows, so, it’s kind of good because you 
could play lots of sports in the winter like soccer, basketball and fishing.  It’s kind of bad because I 
wanted to play soccer but it was too expensive.  I went to school in Portugal until I was in grade 2.  
The hours of the school was 9:00 till 5:30 and we had homework.  It took lots of time to do it and 

that’s one of the reasons that I didn’t play soccer.  I read, wrote, played and talked in Portuguese.  

Present

Now, I’m in Canada.  I moved to Canada when I was 8 years old. It snows in Canada.  I like snow because you could go 
to ice castles, skating, sliding on a sled, snowshoeing and skiing.  Here in Canada, I love school because we don’t have 
homework and the school time is 9:00 to 3:30: two hours difference from the school in Portugal.  It was easy for me 
to learn English.  I don’t have homework.  I could play lots of soccer and be on a soccer team.  

Future

We moved to Canada because of school.  This school is way better because of the school hours and 
the teachers.  My parents have more opportunities to work.  That’s one of the reasons that we moved 
to Canada; because the employers and the people to work with are nicer.  I wish that I could go to 

the future and see which job I’m going to have.  Will I go to university?  Will I win a World Cup or not?  

By Miguel

Minnewasta School
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K-4:  Rosedale Colony School

By Hannah W

Rosedale Colony School
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K-4:  Rosedale Colony School

By Hannah W

Rosedale Colony School
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K-4:  Rosedale Colony School

By Jonathan Levi Waldner

Rosedale Colony School
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K-4:  Rosedale Colony School

By Jonathan Levi Waldner

Rosedale Colony School
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K-4:  Victor Mager School

I was born in Pakistan and lived in Karachi.  When I was three years 
old I moved to Saudi Arabia. I lived in a big house with a swimming 
pool. I lived with my family – my parents and my brother.  I moved to 
Canada when I was eight years old.  I was happy because it was fun 
to see a new country.  It was the first time I ever saw snow!  I loved 
playing in the snow!

My name is Aashir and now I am in grade four at Victor Mager 
School.  I hope I never leave Canada. I want to go to university in 
Canada and become a doctor. 

By Aashir Baig

Victor Mager School

I was born in China. I lived in Guangxi in an apartment. I lived with 
my mom, my dad and my brother. I went to a big school. There were 1 
200 students in my school. There were 50 students in my class.  

I moved to Canada in 2018.  I am ten years old. I am happy to be in 
Canada because there is so much homework in China.  My name is 
Johnson. I am in grade three at Victor Mager School.   

I am going to visit Japan this summer.  I think I want to be a doctor 
when I’m older.

By Johnson Qi

Victor Mager School
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K-4:  Victor Mager School

I was born in Chonju, South Korea. I lived in a tall apartment 
and outside there was a pool. I lived with my mom, my dad, and 
my brother.  I went to kindergarten in Chonju.  I really liked my 
kindergarten class.  I moved to Canada when I was six years old.  
I was sad because my whole family came to the airport to say 
good-bye to me.  I was crying. Now I am better because I see my 
family with our phone.  We talk to each other with FaceTime. 

When I first moved to Winnipeg I went to Highbury School.  Now 
I go to Victor Mager School.  I am in grade three. My name is 
Lucy.  I hope to see my whole family in Korea again.  Then I will 
come back to Canada to see my friends.  In the future I will move 
to Toronto.  I would like my grandparents, my aunts, uncles and 
cousins to move to Canada so we can all live in Toronto and see 
each other all the time!

By Lucy Jung

Victor Mager School

I was born in Bangladesh.  I lived in a big city called Dhaka. Dhaka has 8.5 million people living there.  I lived in an 
apartment with my mom, dad and brother.  I rode my bike to school in the morning with my dad. I rode home from 
school in a rickshaw with my mom.  I was in grade one. There were 26 students in my class.

I moved to Canada when I was seven years old.  I was nervous because it was my first time in Canada.  Now I am 
happy because I like school.  The teachers do not hit us.  I have made new friends.  I am in grade two at Victor Mager 
School.

I hope to go back to Bangladesh to visit my grandparents and my cousins.  Then I want to come back to Canada to 
stay.  When I am older I want to be a pilot.

By Ibtisum Shayon

Victor Mager School
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K-4:  Victor Mager School

I was born in Africa.  I lived in a refugee camp in Kenya. I lived 
with my mom, my dad and my sister. When I was in four years 
old I went to school. I took a school bus to my school. I moved 
to Canada when I was five years old. It took two days to get to 
Canada. On my first day in Canada I went to my new house. The 
next day I started school. I was so excited to go to my new school.  
Now I am in grade two at Victor Mager School. When I grow up I 
want to be a nurse just like my mom.

By Rosy Baleke

Victor Mager School

I was born in China.  I lived in Bejing.  I lived with my mom and dad 
and my grandpa and grandma.  I moved to Canada when I was six 
years old. I was very happy because I wanted to see a new country.  
Now I have made new friends.  I am in grade three at Victor Mager 
School.

I hope to go back to China to visit my grandpa and grandma.  Then I 
want to come back to Canada to live because I like my new country.  I 
want to travel to the Arctic and see some animals like polar bears and 
seals.  It will be very exciting!

When I grow up I want to be a chef and cook Canadian and American 
food because I like playing cooking games on my iPad.

By Yimo Fu

Victor Mager School
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K-4:  Victor Mager School

I was born in Nepal.  My parents are from Bhutan.  I lived in Beldangi 
Refugee Camp 2 in Damak, Nepal. I lived with my mom, my dad and my 
sister.  We had a fruit tree beside our house.  The fruit was so delicious!  

 I wore a white shirt and blue skirt to school.  There were twenty students 
in my class. 

We sat criss-cross apple-sauce on the ground.  I learned the alphabet and 
how to count to 100 in English.

I moved to Canada when I was eight years old.  I was nervous to come to 
Canada because I did not speak English.  Now I am happy because I can 
speak English and I have so many friends.  In Nepal I only had two friends.  
I am in grade three at Victor Mager School. I love math and drawing.

When I grow up I want to do many things.  I hope to go back to Nepal 
when I am twenty years old to see the rest of my family.  I want to go to 
Bhutan to see my aunt, uncle and big cousin, I call him my brother.  Then 
I want to come back to Canada to study to become a scientist, a doctor 
and a teacher.

By Monisha Dhimal 

Victor Mager School
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5-8:  Clearview Colony School

By Adam Gross

Clearview Colony School
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5-8:  Clearview Colony School

By Anthony

Clearview Colony School
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By Jared Rodney Gross

Clearview Colony School

5-8:  Clearview Colony School
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5-8:  Clearview Colony School

By Timothy Gross

Clearview Colony School
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5-8:  Clearview Colony School

By Mattheus Gross

Clearview Colony School
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5-8:  Clearview Colony School

By Abby & Ruth

Clearview Colony School
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5-8:  Clearview Colony School

By Abby & Ruth

Clearview Colony School
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5-8:  Clearview Colony School

By Abby & Ruth

Clearview Colony School
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5-8:  Clearview Colony School

By Abby & Ruth

Clearview Colony School
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5-8:  Clearview Colony School

By Brianna & Kaitlyn Gross

Clearview Colony School
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5-8:  Clearview Colony School

By Brianna & Kaitlyn Gross

Clearview Colony School
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5-8:  Clearview Colony School

By Brianna & Kaitlyn Gross

Clearview Colony School
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5-8:  Clearview Colony School

By Brianna & Kaitlyn Gross

Clearview Colony School
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5-8:  Clearview Colony School

By Brianna & Kaitlyn Gross

Clearview Colony School
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5-8:  H.S. Paul School

I was born in a small town in Cuba.  When I was three 
years old I moved to Cardenas. It is known for being the 
city where the modern flag of Cuba was first raised.  I 
lived with my parents, my siblings and my grandma.  First, 
I went to a primary school for kindergarten to grade six. I 
had the same teacher for grades 1-4.  She was very strict.  
There were about forty students in the class.  After grade 
six I went to a secondary school.  
In January 2018 I moved to Canada when I was thirteen 
years old.  Some friends met us at the airport in Winnipeg 
and brought us heavy jackets, hats and mitts. I didn’t 
understand why they brought us this clothing.  I was 
shocked when I went outside! It was the first time I ever 
saw snow.  I could not believe how cold it was!  I quickly 
understood why our friends brought us all the warm 
clothing. It was difficult to get used to the cold weather, I 
really didn’t like the freezing days with strong winds!
I started school at H.S. Paul. I am fourteen years old now and in grade eight.  Everything is different in Cuba.  For 
example, the temperature in Cuba is always hot, it is 27 – 32 degrees Celsius all year round.  In May it rains non-stop.  
Most people do not have cars.  When it rains many children do not go to school.  The children who do go are told to 
go home because there is hardly anyone at school. Internet service is only available in the parks or some malls. Most 
people do not have internet in their homes.  
I hope to go to university after high school.  I am not sure what I want to study.  I like Canada but I miss my grandma 
and the rest of my family and my friends.  I also miss the hot weather and beaches in Cuba!

By Abdiel Hernandez Diaz 

H.S. Paul School

In South Korea we finished school at 3:00 p.m.  Every day 
after school we have a snack and get ready to go to Math 
and English class. These classes finished at 7:00 p.m. Then 
we would go home, eat dinner, do some homework and go to 
sleep.  In school it is very bad.  We don’t have fun lunches, or 
very many field trips and art classes.
In Canada, we can do anything.  At school we can do Art, 
Science and English Language Arts.  We have friendships, fun 
lunches and recess.  It’s very good.  I’m happy my life is good, 
very good!  I’m happy that I came to Canada.  I want to stay 
in Canada.  In the future I would like to be an artist.  I love 
drawing and painting.

By Dohyoung Lee

H.S. Paul School
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5-8:  H.S. Paul School

I was born in Syria.  I lived in a village outside of Aleppo.  
I lived in a big house with a big yard.  There were many 
fruit trees in our yard:  apple, orange, lemon, mango and 
grape trees.  I went to school for grades one, two, and 
three.  I did not like school because the teacher hit me. I 
told my mom, “I don’t want to go to school.”  But I had to 
go to school.
After grade three my family and I packed out clothes 
and took a bus to Lebanon because Syria was not safe. 
Our village was right in the middle of the fighting.  There 
were bombs every day.   Before the war the bus ride to 
Lebanon took three hours, but when we took the bus to 
Lebanon it took more than thirty hours. The bus had to 
make many stops and we would just sit on the bus and 
wait, sometimes for two days.  Once we got to Lebanon 
we lived in a camp.  There was no school.  I stayed at home for four years.  One day someone called my Dad on the 
phone and asked him if we would like to live in Canada. My Dad asked my Mom and she said yes.  It took two years 
before we could come to Canada.
On April 20, 2017 we took three planes to get to Canada.  When we got to Winnipeg our friends from Syria met us 
at the airport.  We stayed with them for four days.  Then we went to the Needs Centre for four days.  My Dad and his 
friend found our family a house.  We moved into our house on April 29, 2017.  I started going to H.S.  Paul School 
close to the end of May.  
I was happy to go to my new school.  Sometimes it was hard because everyone spoke English and I only spoke Arabic. 
Now I have been in Canada for a year.  I am fourteen years old and in grade 8.  I can speak English now and school is 
easier for me.
In the future I want to go to university.  I want to become a doctor or an art teacher.  I like to play guitar and I also like 
art.  I am thankful to live in Canada because I feel safe and I can go to school.

By Ebtihal Alhusin

H.S. Paul School

I was born in Syria.  I lived in Syria until I was six years old. I liked to play tag with my friends in Syria. Then I went to 
Lebanon with my family because of the bombs and fighting in my village.  I lived with my dad, my mom, my brothers 
and sisters.  We lived in a camp. We could not go to school. We stayed at home most of the time.  We lived in the camp 
for four years. We took a bus for one month to a building where we played, but it was not school. 
I moved to Canada when I was nine years old. I was happy to come to Canada.  Now I have lived in Canada for one 
year.  I am in grade four at H.S. Paul School.  I like school. I made new friends.  We play soccer together at recess.
I want to stay with my family in Canada. I want to build houses when I grow up, just like my Dad.

By Mohamad Alhusin

H.S. Paul School
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5-8:  H.S. Paul School

I was born in Syria. When I was seven years old I left Syria with my family because of the war. We went to Lebanon.  I 
lived in a house in a camp. I lived with my dad, mom, sisters and my brothers. My grandma, and my grandpa came to 
see us for about a month and then they went back to Syria. I lived in Lebanon for four years. There was not a school in 
the camp so I could not go to school.
I moved to Canada when I was eleven years old. I was happy to come to Canada.  Now I am going to school and I am 
playing soccer.  I am in grade six at H.S. Paul School.
I am twelve years old now.  In the future I would like to go to university and become a chemist. Then I may work in a 
laboratory.

By Ismael Alhusin

H.S. Paul School
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5-8:  La Barriere Crossings School

When I Left Syria
I was born in Syria.  I am 10 years old.  We moved to 
Lebanon when I was seven years old. I was feeling bad. 
I had to leave my grandmother and grandfather. They 
were kind to me. My grandfather used to give me scraps 
of metal. I would go sell it and get vanilla ice cream on 
a cone. It tasted delicious, and I said “thank you” to my 
grandfather.
My grandparents live in Syria in their home in Hamah.  
They are very old. I talk with them on Whats App.

By Ahmad Hasan

La Barriere Crossings School

My Best Friend Mahi 
I was walking to the temple with my friend Mahi.  It was a 
warm evening. We walked beside the houses that were so 
tight and close together.  There was a little path and we 
could see many tiny houses near the temple.  
I was wearing half sleeves and long pants because you 
cannot wear shorts in the temple.  The yellow lights of the 
temple were shining. We saw a young girl leaving.  
She asked “are you both sisters?”  
“No, we are just best friends” we answered.
Mahi left the next day to visit her aunty for the summer 
holidays.  I was so sad.  I had barely any friends to play 
with.  After two months Mahi finally came back. I was 
happy that she was back but I was sad too, because I 
knew I had to leave her forever.  
The next day we left for Canada.  Mahi gave me a gift. It was a black purse with a lot of zips.  I still have it today.  I 
wanted to cry but I didn’t because I knew everyone would start crying if I did, so I turned my face and held back my 
tears.  
Now that I am in Canada, I still think of Mahi my friend and I want to go back to visit her.  Maybe one day I will go. 

By Hargun Batra

La Barriere Crossings School
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5-8:  La Barriere Crossings School

Living Through the War
When the War Started
I am Aya.  I was born in Syria.  My grandma wanted to 
name me Holod, but my Mom and Dad did not like that 
name.  My mom named me Aya.  Everyone loved that 
name.  Aya means “chapter” in the Koran.  
Then the war started.  There were lot of people who died 
and tried to get to a safer place just to live.  My Dad went 
to Lebanon to work and sent us the money from there. 
We had no food to eat except for cookies from our 
neighbor.  We moved from house to house to house 
looking for a safe place to live.  I was scared and sad and 
worried about my Mom who had to walk to find us food 
and shelter.
The Fun Time
Later we moved to Lebanon.  We lived with my cousins 
who were so kind to me. We always played together and each family had their own room. We had so much fun you 
can’t even imagine! We played with sand and water, filled balloons with water and threw them at each other. We 
played with fireworks that you could buy in any store.  Soon, we moved to a new house where I met a new friend.
When I met a Friend
I played with my best friend Rama.  We sat outside on the stairs.  We always sat there, and looked at the beautiful sky 
at night. We talked about our day, and shared our secrets.  Rama was really nice to me.  She was like a sister to me.  
She had black hair and dark brown eyes just like me. She was the nicest girl ever. 
Moving to Canada
One day my aunty called my Dad from Canada.  We had to apply if we wanted to move to Canada.  We had to get our 
blood checked and our picture taken.  I did not want to go because I didn’t want to leave my good friends. I felt sad 
when the time came for us to leave.  I helped my mom get everything ready so we could leave.  I couldn’t believe it 
when the day finally came.  Three families loaded up their bags and drove to the airport.  We said good bye to my 
grandmother, who had told us many stories of when she was younger and how my Dad used to put his dogs inside his 
galabia which  is a long white shirt that many Arab people wear. 
Getting on the plane to fly to Canada was not scary for me.  I liked the countryside from up high.  The clouds looked 
comfy to sit on.  When we arrived at the airport there were many people waiting for us.  Some of them had cameras.  
People had signs that said WELCOME TO CANADA.  
At first living in Canada was hard for me, but it got better.  I got some friends and I learned English. Today I feel safe.  
People are kind here, but I still miss my country. 

By Aya Al Ziab

La Barriere Crossings School
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5-8:  La Barriere Crossings School

Going to the Market
In Nigeria, it is a hot and sunny.
No one dares to wear shoes or extra layers of clothes. 
I am walking with my mom, wondering why it is so hot 
and never cold in Nigeria. My mom decides to go to the 
market and that’s where we went in my bright pink shirt. 
When we get there, people are everywhere! I am scared 
because I don’t want to get lost.  I hold on to my mom 
tightly hoping she won’t let go. When we get back home, 
we eat bean cake and sweet gari. 
The next day, it rains. Everyone rushes out bringing 
buckets, happy that it is raining. They place their buckets 
on the ground hoping to get enough fresh water to drink. 
I used to think they were crazy until my mom told me the 
reason.
The following day I was excited. I drank fresh water after my breakfast. It was refreshing. I can’t wait to get fresh 
water again!

By Praise Olayiwola

La Barriere Crossings School

A Journey to a New Place
It was a nice summer day. My mum was packing up, my 
sisters were saying goodbye and I, Richard Bestman, was 
just sitting there thinking of what I was going to do when I 
got to Canada.
When the time finally came, I was ready to say my 
goodbyes to my best friend, the one person I would miss 
the most. He was crying and I went over to him and gave 
him a big bear hug. I was starting to cry. I got onto the 
bus as I waved goodbye.
I thought of all the things I was going to miss; the food, 
friends, family, home and all the things I have done in 
Nigeria. In Nigeria we lived in Port Harcourt also known 
as “the garden city”. It is one of the most beautiful places 
in Nigeria and I knew I was going to miss it a lot. I was 
sad most of the time but the thought of going to a new place was exciting. When we arrived, my dad had already 
gotten us a hotel to stay in and ordered us some pizzas and I have to say, Canadian pizza is so much better than 
Nigerian pizza. We finally got settled in and prayed to thank God for bringing us here safely.  I knew I was going to like 
it here.

By Richard Bestman

La Barriere Crossings School
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5-8:  La Barriere Crossings School

Leaving Vietnam
When I was in grade 5 I had to leave Vietnam.  We left 
so me and my brother Huy could get a better education.  
I left behind many things. Jiwoon and Jimin are one of 
those things. We have been friends for 5 years. Do you 
know Jimin and Jiwoon are actually siblings? Jimin is 
a boy and Jiwoon is a girl. They are both kind. Super 
kind! We usually hung out at the end of the weekend 
on Sundays. We did everything together. We did math 
together, ate lunch together, played together and 
sometimes went shopping together. Perfectly three of us.  
Another thing I miss about Vietnam is the food. Food is 
one of the things I’m into. Beef noodles is one of them. 
You eat beef noodles with chopsticks. How do you make 
it? Basically you need cooked beef, you add rice noodles 
and you pop in some black pepper.  If you like to enjoy 
beef noodles in a spicy way, add in some slices of hot chili. Then you have a hot delicious dish! 
Another thing I miss about Vietnam is my mom.  Saying goodbye to my mom was the worst thing ever.  My Mom is the 
most precious person to me and she loves me by heart and works really hard for my family.  The day before I went to 
Canada, my mom missed me and she cried  but because we can face time each other every day, she can see me a lot!
Now that I am in Canada, I feel better because I am getting familiar with Canadian culture.  I’ve met lots of friends 
who make me feel comfortable. I am glad to be here even though I miss Vietnam.  
buckets, happy that it is raining. They place their buckets on the ground hoping to get enough fresh water to drink. I 
used to think they were crazy until my mom told me the reason.
The following day I was excited. I drank fresh water after my breakfast. It was refreshing. I can’t wait to get fresh 
water again!

By Vi T.

La Barriere Crossings School
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5-8:  Victor Mager School

By Cheng Yong

Victor Mager School
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5-8:  Victor Mager School

By Kseniia

Victor Mager School
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OUR HOPES AND DREAMS 
T E A L  M A N I T O B A  A N N U A L  S T U D E N T  S H O W C A S E ,  2 0 1 9  

TEAL Manitoba is hosting our annual showcase for EAL students. We are
soliciting writing or art by students related to the theme of 'Our Hopes and
Dreams'. The deadline is January 31st, 2019.  
 
There are no specific format or length limitations. However, all submissions
must be sent electronically. 
 

http://tealmanitoba.org
TEAL Manitoba 

@teal_mb

Who can

participate? 

 
EAL students in

Manitoba 

  
 

They will also have their
names put into a draw,
and will be randomly

selected and given a prize
of a $50Chapters/McNally

Robinson gift card (one at
each level: K-4, 5-8, 9-12).

 All participants who submit a

writing piece will be featured in

our book, "Our Journey: 

Stories from

EAL Students",  

of which they

will receive a
copy.  

SEND SUBMISSIONS TO 
manitoba.teal@gmail.com 

Feel f ree to e-mai l  us wi th any
quest ions!  

 Please ensure that all participants include their name, grade, and school name in
their entries, and that images in all submissions follow Canadian copyright and fair
use guidelines.Entries should not be submitted in PDF format. Feel free to contact us

with any questions about these requirements to the email address below.



O U R  J O U R N E Y: S TO R I E S  F R O M  E A L  S T U D E N T S 
O u r  P a s t  a n d  F u t u r e 

A  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  w o r k s  f r o m  o u r  E A L  s t u d e n t s

T H A N K  Y O U !




